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CONDUCTING A WATER AUDIT

Knowing More About Your Water

Water. supply. Chemicals,
ols, fats, pants, iter and frtiizers, all have the potential (0 pollte our waterways. By taking a

animals
‘and humans that depend on them.
water, how i is used. and whather

order
= Howis water being used?
= What actuities are putting the water atrsk of contamination?
= Howis water being wasted, and how can more be saved?
Then, win

wation, hygiene,

Method:
1) Draw amap of the community environment

2
as taps, crains, gardons, water tarks tc. This map follows the movement of water 6. drains.
or absorbed nto the sol etc

each househald i the communty.

—



WATER AUDIT TIPS

Tips for conducting a Audit

Before you start

before starting

. Allow the
people o ask questions

+ Explain that your conversation will be confidential

convenient time.

Conducting the Audit

question

passing judgment on them

For example, -
This s called a leading question
* Be sure that you have clearly understood the answer. If o, ask the person

answor is bocause of your own knowledge and experience.
+ Avoid passing judgment,giving advice or your own opinion

Closing the Audit

+ Discussthe nextsteps.
+ Thank the particiants for thei time and trouble.

-



CONDUCTING A WATER AUDIT

WATER AUDIT SURVEY SHEET TO COPY

Communty
Date of ist Time of Vst
Name of Housahold

Name of Audtor

Section 1: General Questions

1. How long have you lved here?

2. How many people ive in this home?

3
iatar Sourca Doss teverrun | DG you ik t#s
(Whero do you getyour | for? o safato dink?
wate rom) | Exptain) | (Explin)

Wator Tank
Rver

Otrers (Pioass sato)

4. Do you ever boil yourdrinkingwate?  Yes (] No [J
Why?

work?)
s
How often do people nyour house getsckwin: | Often | Occassonaty | Never
Darmoss
Vorstng

Adisaase hat you ks nked to water (ease
plan

—




WATER AUDIT SURVEY SHEET

6. Why 6o youthink they get sick?

‘General Commens

‘Soction 2: Water Testing
1. Has your drinking water ever boen tested? ves [0 ~n[J

I your answe s yes, Questions 2:5; Ifyou answered o/, move 1o Question 6

2 How was i tested? (By whom?)

3. How often was your water tested?

4 Were the results Good or Bad?

5. 1 your results were bad, what steps/actions did you take?

6. Do you think Water Te

9 s important? Why?

‘General comments on Water Tosting:

Section

ainwater Tanks
1. Whatkind of Rainwater Tank do you have? (please tck)

[ v [ cenent [ o Giss




CONDUCTING A WATER AUDIT

2. How often s your rainwater tank cleaned?

3. Do you ever treat or clean the water in your rainwater tank?

4 How s the tank cleaned of reated? Who cleans 7

wl w0

s [ P Pk
| @ presany | caanear 2
Vory o008 oo 0 Oon ovey 1 -2 mare)
et oadence f ammats " |
oo o

Teaves,some Gt
andior ovdence o animals

Rarely (once 3 yoar o
less)

Naver

6. Do birds or other animals have access to the roofiop?

v [0 (]

7

8 15 there an intake screen on the tank?
1 youticked 'yes, how often i it cleaned?

9.Is there any uncovered opening on the rainwater tank?

‘Goneral comments on Rainwater Tanks:

‘Soction 4: Well Hygieno
1. Whatkind of welldo you have?
Oow

Other, Please doscribe

[ ortea ey

roof)

CJopen

Yos No

vs[] w[]

ves (] no[]

[ sesies



WATER AUDIT SURVEY SHEET

2 oanings v cess o we? vos [J Mo [
Please comms

3 1s o watorin o wl romts? ves [ %[
iryes, how’

How often and by whom?

e thase Gphi,
communty T

P Toiet

P Tokt
[ Sopue Tank

e
(0:5.intha bush orrver)

[Gor iase oxpian)

5 thats, the plant cover,
the wol, is t bushy, otc.

‘General comments on Welk:

Soction tor
1.D0 you have access to piped water va a tap? ves [0 % [
How many housenolds sharo this tap?

N -



CONDUCTING A WATER AUDIT

210w s v ap snsfocos v 0~ [
Plase descriv e

3. Doss water accumuatenear e tapsiand ves [0~ [
Hyou answered yos. please doscrbe the aes

4 of tolles are ‘nearby’Inthe | Approximate
| distanc from tap.
stand (meters)
P

VP Toiel
Sopic ank

=
(0. n the bush or rver)

Other (ploase oxpian)

6. Please describe condilon of the taps:

‘General comments on Piped Wter

Section 6: RiverCare

1. How far is the house to he nearest croek o river?

2

Dring (] Washingciotes ] Ciesningishes ] Fisning []
O

0 wel]
Proving wate : sl (00 s orcows) O[] (Plasss coscroe)

—



WATER AUDIT SURVEY SHEET

3
Condition. Rating | Description. ]
Rimostat ra
Exconent 4| amot i ho ground s coverd b . gooa o
s s and sl a5 o uriance: 10
o tosmmls
sy nae i
oo 5| srlr s s o e dstaoar
et
& s
Far 2| oot s s spacny: o i o s (oss
ran' . avonc of recant ks dusuance Hia o
e
Wosly e pants uch 5 woads.oasaes
Poor 1| e covt by e s o et e
o o s s, s e
Rating Scale:
Left bank (facing downstream)  circle a number: 1 2 3 4
Rt bank (facng downstroam) -crcoarumber 1 2 3 4

4. Comment on access of animals to the stream

s

s v

Communtylandtists []  oenearmetowss [] usn []  Rwer []
Ocean []  Bumed []  Omer [] (Please descrie)

N -



CONDUCTING A WATER AUDIT

7. Where doss the wastewater go?

Typo of Wasi Waer
Snower

ot

Washing (dshes) T

[oier Pioase axplain) T

‘General comments on RiverCare:

Section 7: Sanitary! Home Hygieno

1 9

Avays ] Sometme [] Never [
2 lsthero any soap nihe handwasrbasnatprosens  Yes [ No[]
3 Doyou store drinking water in your hous ves (]
¥ 00, Pases desrba how 1 kot covre, wht s  Kep i, e}

N[

‘General comments on Santary! Home Hygiene

Water Conservation

Jouever had a shotage ot watoc? v O
i

—



WATER AUDIT SURVEY SHEET

2 Whatthings do you do o save water?

4 Comment on the conditon oftaps (are they dripping orleaking?)

6 Hyoureport these leaks, who do you report them 17

7. Who!s responsible for fixing leaks i your communiy / house?

8 Who pays for plumbing repairs?

9 Doyouwater plants or bath animals? (I 5o, how often do you water plants o bath animals?)

‘Comments on Water Conservation

ommunity Water Services




CONDUCTING A WATER AUDIT

3 Doyouhave a watercommitee nyour communty?
ves O N[ Notsure []

Ifyes, please descibe the activiles of the water committee

4. Does the commitos cay out water tesing on aregulr bass?
ves [J N[ Notsure []

Are you nvoived?

‘General comments on Communily Water Services

‘Overall and Additional Comments:

Signature of Householder

Signature of Auditor

—



EXTRA TOOL

Conducting an Environmental Audit

The state of our water resources is linked to many other environmental, economic and social issues,
such as poor itoring,

i order to assess how these actions.

environmental audt.

A environmental audit s the process of
= Assessing our actions and atitudes towards the environment.
& Monitoring and measuing the use of resources.

What Outcomes Can Bo Expected?
An environmental audit is valuable for the community as 1t wil o

ist members to identy problems.
"t

buiding of knowledge and skils o

« Identiy resources used in their daily routine,
= Rocord and interpret data about the use of these r0sources.
= Become more responsible n their use of these resources.

= Useteamwork to conserve these resources.

= Wit implement and evaluate a pan {0 uss resources wisely.



EXTRA TOOL

Planning and Preparing for an Environmental Audit

. for example:
. o
. nis
(e.g.energy, water, mat
wasto elc) but »
needs.
. National or

on

= Assess resources available for environmental actvites.

. ‘oxpert knowtedge
‘about community resources.

e

[Actontem | [Actontean | Actontem | grec
SRR

][] [ SR
B
Sscsy




ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT

Environmental Audit Actions

ACTION 1: PLANT SURVEY
1. Dwideamap. Visit each

dentty plants and add this information t your map.

2
species.

3 identy

a y Look
vegetated. ol
water

s Consut iders,

roups, nearby nurseries or other stakenolders or help

ACTION 2: CONDUCTING A WASTE AUDIT
1 it

2 3 Sunvey al
Ty this
50, work out why.

communiy. Use colour codes and symbols
4 Using your map, identiy hotspots where iterrubbish is most ikely o cause environmental
impacts a
fesources such as water, soils and even human health

On your map, aso identiy compost areas and rubbish pits.
7 Istherea
what canbe

Gone o address this?

N .



EXTRATOOL

3
chde
= Why dopoople ter?
. m does I o ‘WASTE REDUCTION AND.
Vinatnarm does iter cause ool
= What coud be done to recuce iteror
o & Reduce paper use reuse retumable
M
o most disike? Vihy? + Collctand recyce paper from
poople most diike? Why
esidents er | ®
notspots. = Collctamd reuse cans and glas.
= = Reduce plastc
W those from your water ausit Does iter s Identiy recycling possibltes for
have an impact on communiy water . -
10, Whare do you think mostof the tercbjects | = Avold o inimie the use of
atthe e hotspos have come from Towelsctc.
onginaly? * Purchase rcycid copy paper,
o computer paper and cnveiopes
. W more iter .
10 stcp people fromtering? el
2
Example Wasts Survey

How many communiy rubbish bins are avaiatie n your communiy? Number

10 the it Yos No
are the bins clean? Yes No
Can the rubtisn fall out of the bins? Yes No
15 the rustieh arcund the bin? Yes No
Are more bins needed? (1 yes, what actons can youtake)  Yes No
210 e any recycing bins avaiabie? Yes No

ro thae compost heaps around?
Vihat are the maor types of rbbish in the communy?

\What can be done t teduce itenng snd waste?.

—




ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT

EXAMPLE WASTE AUDIT SURVEY SHEET

Communty
Date of ist Tme of Vst
Name of Household

Name of Autor

1. Doyouhave a proper rubbish bin?
1 you answered o', what 60 you use as a rubbish bin?

2

3 Does you household practice 3Rs?  Yes___ No.

4 Doyouuse compost? Yes__ No.

5 Doyou purchase envionmentaly friendy products?
Explain.

6 Howmany plastic bags would you use ina day? ... Aweek?
7. How do you dispose of plastc bags and plastic containers?
Bum Bu

wy
Otners. Please expiain

disposal on the environment? On human health?

hamful o the environment,or human healt)

State some things you may be abie to 4o 10 reduce waste

N .



EXTRATOOL

ACTION 3: ENERGY CONSERVATION

ighting, heating, cooling and

cooking appl
Use of The sunor
the solar enargy is anoher allemative source of enargy. Solar energy is a renewablo resource and
Water

y These atermative our
‘enorgy noeds.

By using energy wisely, you can
Conserve non-renswabie resources fo future generations

= Reduce greenhouse gases
= Save money on electricty costs

EXAMPLE ENERGY AUDIT SURVEY SHEET

Community.

Date of Vst Time of Vit

Name of Household

Name of Audtor

1. Howmany switches do you have in your household?
1_2__3__ moethan3

2 Howmany power points do you have?
1_2__.3__ mowthan3

3. Weusethe ight overyday Yes__ Mo,

4. Wouse the light only when it becomes dark. Yes__ Mo,



ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT

5 Electical Appliances in your housenold. Do you have a
«  retngerator I
= clecricketle
+  washing machine
+ toaster
«  sandwich maker
*  coffes make
. computer
= photocopier machine
+  faxmachine
6 How often do you use elecricaltems n your housenold?
«  retogerator per day per week
»  clcricketie per day perwesk
. micowave per day per wesk
= washing machine per day perwesk
+ toaster per day por week
« sandwich maker per day per week
«  coflo maker per day por week
. com perday per week
= photocopier machine per day perweek
«  faxmachine per day per wesk
7.

Yes__ No,

8 Whataro the relaionships botwoen energy use and water resources?

community plan?

N .
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